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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16 September 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 

9) [3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Petition To Make Special 
Please note that the Applicant's Petition To Make Special Under MPEP 708.02(VIII), filed 
September 16, 2005, was granted by the Office on May 23, 2006. 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers have 
been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive . A new title is required that is clearly indicative of the 
invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 4, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kaneda et al. 
(U.S. Pat. 4,592,638). 

First, considering claim 1, the Kaneda reference teaches an image inputting apparatus (camera) 
comprising a photographic optical system (photographic lens 1) for projecting an image of a subject, an 
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imaging device (image pickup tube 6) for converting the projected image into an image signal (via CCD 
30) and outputting it, a focus driving device (motor drive circuit 13) which changes a focusing condition 
of the image projected to the imaging device by relatively moving (via distance adjustor 2) at least one of 
a part or an entire of the photographic optical system (lens 1) and the imaging device (image pickup tube 
6) to the other. Further, Kaneda shows a first auto focusing device (passive range finder 1 1) which 
sequentially evaluates the image signal obtained in each focusing condition while subsequently changing 
the focusing condition by controlling the focus driving device (motor drive circuit 13), and which obtains 
a predetermined focusing condition based on the evaluation, a controlling device (sequencer 8) for 
controlling an operation of the first auto focusing device, a ranging device (active range finder 10) for 
measuring a subject distance, and finally the controlling device (sequencer 8) controls the operation of the 
first auto focusing device (passive range finder 1 1) according to the subject distance obtained by the 
ranging device (active range finder 10) to prioritize both focusing accuracy and focusing speed. Kaneda 
teaches these limitations in Figs. 1, 3, and 4, Col. 4, Line 26 - CoL 5, Line 2, Col. 5, Line 22 - Col. 6, 
Line 1 1, and Col. 6, Lines 43-53. 

In regard to claim 4, the limitations of claim 1 are shown above, and the Kaneda reference further 
shows a second auto focusing device (active range finder 10) which obtains a predetermined focusing 
conditions by controlling the focus driving device (motor drive circuit 13) based on the subject distance 
obtained, wherein the controlling device (sequencer 8) switches over between the operation of the first 
auto focusing device (passive range finder 11) and the second auto focusing device (active range finder 
10) according to the subject distance. Please refer to CoL 4, Lines 24-26 and Col. 6, Lines 43-53 of 
Kaneda. 

As for claim 5, Kaneda shows the limitations of claim 4 above, and Kaneda further teaches that 
the controlling device (sequencer 8) switches over between the operation of the first auto focusing device 
(passive range finder 1 1) and the second auto focusing device (active range finder 10) to operate the 
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passive range finder when the subject distance is more than a predetermined distance (i.e. greater than 10 
meters) which is set previously, and to operate the active range finder when the subject distance is less 
than the predetermined distance (i.e. less than 10 meters). See Col. 4, Line 24 - Col. 5, Line 2, and Col. 
6, Lines 43-53. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2, 3, and 6-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kaneda et al. (U.S. Pat. 4,592,638) in view of Nonaka OJ.S. Pat. 6,366 ,736). 

Regarding claim 2, while the Kaneda reference teaches the limitations of claim 1 above, and 
while Kaneda does show that the wideness and narrowness of the focusing range can be set by the user 
(see Table 2 in Col. 8), Kaneda fails to show that the controlling device controls the first auto focusing 
device so as to carry out the evaluation in a peripheral focusing range of a focusing condition which 
corresponds to the subject distance measured by the ranging device, and sets a wideness and a narrowness 
of the peripheral focusing range in accordance with the subject distance. However, the Nonaka reference 
teaches a camera having a first and second auto focusing device (passive and active-type AF, 
respectively) wherein the first auto focusing device (passive AF 40) is controlled to carry out the 
evaluation in a peripheral focusing range of a focusing condition which corresponds to the subject 
distance measured. Further, a wideness and a narrowness of the peripheral focusing range are set in 
accordance with the subject distance (See Nonaka Fig. 3A, and Col. 5 Line 60 - Col. 7, Line 26). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
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incorporated the setting of the peripheral focusing range, as taught by Nonaka, with the focusing control 
of Kaneda. One would have been motivated to do so because, as Nonaka shows in Col. 7, Lines 11-17, 
there are times when the subject that the user wants to focus on is not at the center of the capture area, and 
therefore it is advantageous to perform focusing based on peripheral areas of the scene using the distances 
measured to determine an in-focus condition as well as the need for a particular wideness or narrowness 
setting. 

In regard to claim 3, Kaneda in view of Nonaka teaches the limitations of claim 2 above, and the 
Nonaka reference further shows that the controlling device (CPU 10) sets the peripheral focusing range 
wider when the subject distance is more than a previously set predetermined distance as compared with a 
case that the subject distance is less than the predetermined distance. Nonaka teaches these limitations in 
Fig. 3A and Col. 6, Line 46 - Col. 7, Line 17. 

Next, considering claim 6, again the Kaneda reference teaches the limitations of claim 1 above, 
but Kaneda does not specifically teach that the ranging device measures the distance to each area of a 
plurality of different areas of the subject, respectively, and that the controlling device controls the 
operation of the first auto focusing device based on the plurality of distances to each area obtained by the 
ranging device. However, the Nonaka reference teaches that the ranging device (passive AF) measures a 
distance to each area of a plurality of different areas of the subject (as shown in Figs. IB and 3C), 
respectively, and the controlling device (CPU 10) controls the operation of the first auto focusing device 
(passive type AF) based on a plurality of distances to each area obtained by the ranging device. Please 
refer to Col. 6, Lines 23-29 and Col. 8, Lines 6-38. 

As for claim 7, the limitations of claim 6 are taught above, and the Nonaka reference further 
shows that the controlling device (CPU 10) controls the first auto focusing device (passive type AF) so as 
to carry out the evaluation in a peripheral focusing range of a focusing condition which corresponds to the 
subject distance obtained by the ranging device, and sets a wideness and a narrowness of the peripheral 
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focusing range pursuant to the presence or absence of the subject (i.e. a person or a tree) which is mixed 
with a long distance and a short distance that is based on the distance to each area. Nonaka teaches these 
limitations again in Col. 8, Lines 6-38. 

Regarding claim 8, the limitations of claim 7 are taught above by Nonaka, and Nonaka teaches 
that the controlling device (CPU 10) sets the peripheral focusing range wider when the subject is not in a 
condition mixed with the long distance and short distance (i.e. in the presence of trees) compared with a 
case that the subject is in the condition mixed with the long distance and the short distance. Please refer 
to Col. 7, Lines 18-52. 

In regard to claim 9, Kaneda in view of Nonaka teaches the limitations of claim 6 above, and 
Nonaka further that the image inputting apparatus further comprises a second auto focusing device 
(active-type AF 30) which obtains a focusing condition by controlling the focus driving device (focus 
controlling part 12) based on the subject distance obtained by the ranging device, wherein the controlling 
device (CPU 10) switches over between the operation of the first auto focusing device (passive-type AF 
40) and an operation of the second auto focusing device (active-type AF 30) corresponding to a presence 
or an absence of the subject which is mixed with a long distance and a short distance that is based on the 
distance to each area. Please refer to Fig. 1 A and Col. 7, Lines 1-52. 

Finally, in regard to claim 10, the limitations of claim 9 are taught above, and the Nonaka 
reference shows that the controlling device (CPU 10) switches over between the operations of the first 
auto focusing device (passive-type AF 40) and the operation of the second auto focusing device (active- 
type AF 30) to operate the first auto focusing device (40) when the subject is not in a condition mixed 
with the long distance and the short distance and to operate the second auto focusing device when the 
subject is in the condition mixed with the long distance and the short distance (i.e. the active type AF is 
operated when there are multiple objects in the image capture area, for example trees and buildings, 
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whereas passive type AF is operated when only a single object with an indistinct background is in the 
image capture area). Please refer to Col. 8, Lines 6-38. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure: 
Nonaka (U.S. Pat. 6,507.707) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Gregory V. Madden whose telephone number is 571-272-8128. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 8AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Ngoc 
Yen Vu can be reached on 571-272-7320. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Gregory Madden 
May 23, 2006 




